
Samba Resources



Resources For Teachers In Blue

Resources for Students In Pink



Warm Ups



What is a pulse?

● The Samba leader will keep a pulse. 

● Can students pass the pulse around the circle one by one, beat by beat, through 

clapping or hitting your percussion?

● If you’d like to make it competitive, beats that land too early or late are out!

Pass The Pulse
Explained



Link to how to play the game: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I4KN94wUxtA

However to make it relevant to Samba, use a 3-2 son clave pattern for the “Don’t Clap 

This One Back” rhythm: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dxVeiPQ1juo

What is a clave ? https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4wloqFLnnV4

Don’t Clap This One Back
Samba / Clave Style

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I4KN94wUxtA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dxVeiPQ1juo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4wloqFLnnV4


If you hear this rhythm, put your hands on your head. 

Take care if instruments are in hands.

Can students create their own rhythmical rule(s)?

Don’t Clap This One Back
Extensions



Emerging:

- Played on the street

- Influenced by African percussive music and Brazilian folk music

Expected:

- Timeline

- African people were enslaved and taken to Brazil by the Portuguese colonisers 

Exceeding:

- It was initially looked down on and performances disrupted by police but became a popular global music

Samba History and Context
Example of Assessment



Bateria is the name given to the percussion ensemble within a samba band / 

school.

It means ‘drum’ in Portuguese. 

Introducing The Bateria



Suggestions for rhythmical ways you can introduce The Bateria:

Introducing The Bateria



Samba Sections & 
Repertoire



The Samba leader plays a 4 beat phrase and the students play it back.

Similar to ‘Don’t Clap This One Back’ except all rhythms are played back.  

Hand signal suggestion:

Copy Section
Hand Signal



Section 1
Hand Signal and Notation



Split group into two for this.

Works best starting at “Grand - Pa” 

So count in would be: 1 / 2 / 3 / 4 / 1… “Grand-Pa Ted”

Samba leader can accompany with exciting repinique or caixa backing

Section 2
Hand Signal and Notation



Example of a similar break here: 

https://youtu.be/6t75zX1VHZ4?t=85

Hitting and Playing Break (Call and Response)
Video 

https://youtu.be/6t75zX1VHZ4?t=85


Hitting and Playing Break (Call and Response)
Notation



Suggested hand signal: 

Count in Break

5 Hits
Break or Ending



Hand high:

Loud

Hand low:

Quiet

Try a rumble! 

Students can play as fast as possible whilst reacting to the dynamic hand signals 

Dynamics
Hand Signals



Samba Reggae
Notation



Samba Reggae
Alternative Notation

1 e + a 2 e + a 3 e + a 4 e + a

Tambourim

Surdo

Surdo 2

Caixa

Agogo



Link: 

https://youtu.be/65QGogQoR_Y?t=100

Batucada Beats Video
1:40 - 2:55

https://youtu.be/65QGogQoR_Y?t=100


Batucada Beats Video
Notation of 1st Gear (2:00 - 2:25)



Batucada Beats Video
Notation of 2nd Gear (2:25 - 3:00)



Carnival Samba
Notation 



Samba leader can keep a pulse on whistle or drum.

Everyone except the soloist plays:

Soloing Backing
Notation 



Link to Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9HKNAhAxMAk

● This song uses a Samba Reggae groove.

● The break can be learnt by ear from 3:30 - 4:00

● Samba leader plays call, students play response

● The rhythm at 3:38 can be vocalised:

“I can play, I can play, I can play Sam…. Ba Drums”

● The “I can play” part is the same rhythm as the first part of the 3:2 Son Clave pattern 

“I can play, Cla-Ve” that is also used in “Don’t Clap This One Back”

Obvious Child by Paul Simon

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9HKNAhAxMAk


Stan Getz and Joao Gilberto

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=POXvY53pJcQ

Samba Bossa
Só Danço Samba

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=POXvY53pJcQ


Ella Fitzgerald Version

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=53rF4QW7nN8

Samba Bossa
Só Danço Samba

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=53rF4QW7nN8


Samba Hip Hop
Notation



History and Context



Brazil was colonised by the Portuguese. The Portuguese enslaved 
people from Africa and forced them to work on plantations (often 
sugar plantations) in Brazil. This happened from the start of the 
1500’s until the end of the 1800's. At the beginning of the 1900’s you 
had free African people living in Brazil and expressing themselves 
through music and dance. The African percussive tradition that they 
had, had survived the slave trade and combined with an influence 
from Brazillian Folk music, Samba was created. In the beginning it 
was played on the street and was often disrupted by the police and 
looked down upon by the ‘upper’ class. Samba connected people 
and made them dance. It was played with a transcendent grooviness 
and a passion that touched people's souls. As a result of this, it 
became more and more popular. By the mid 1900’s there were many 
different styles of Samba and you could hear it on the radio and 
outside of Brazil.

Samba History and Context



Comes from the Bahia region in the north of Brazil. It is  largely 
influenced by Reggae music which comes from Jamaica. 
Jamaica was colonised by the British. British people enslaved 
African people and forced them to work there. The African people 
in Jamaica and the African people in Brazil suffered a similar fate. 
Reggae music has been a voice against oppression, poverty and 
racial or social inequality. Samba Reggae was born out of the 
same frustrations and injustices that many Afro-Brazilians suffer, 
even today. 

Samba Reggae
History and Context



Developed in the 1950’s Bossa Nova combined Samba and Jazz. Although it uses Samba rhythms there is less of an 

emphasis on percussion than Carnival style samba, the drums are replaced by guitar, piano or small jazz bands. You 

will often hear solos and improvisation. 

Samba Bossa
History and Context



The Sample ..

Mas Que Nada by Sergio Mendes and Brasil ‘66:

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7GsuqCTnQc

Used In ..

Mas Que Nada by Sergio Mendes feat. Black Eyed Peas:

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tfa6fRjPlUE

Samba Hip Hop
Who Sampled Who ?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R7GsuqCTnQc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tfa6fRjPlUE


Birth Of Hip Hop (Video)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=10C-Q3NIlzU

Samba Hip Hop
History and Context

Hip Hop music was created through taking pre-existing recordings and sampling them or looping 

certain sections and then rapping over them. Often old funk or soul records would be sampled but in 

2006 the Black Eyed Peas used the old Bossa Nova piece famously performed by singer Sergio 

Mendes ‘Mas Que Nada’ as the sample for their composition.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=10C-Q3NIlzU


Technique and Useful 
Videos



How To Hold A Stick (4 Steps)

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1pON9uPasWBF8WbHXxn9di_muuzUp8goj/preview


Rest Position (4 Steps)

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1LEuqFcAQSofukZOla7a6D-nwF61IenTG/preview


Subdivision
Rhythm Tree Exercise

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1Dp_vNScr9o9Zz88Te1xb7-lB-kyUHpH9/preview


Compositional Devices

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1CYyAgcR5CBhX3P3FJKaeb69UMwtW62G4/preview

